THE CRASH TEST DUMMIES
AND THEIR OBIECTIVES

Our main aim for this test was to see how relevant foday's TSL boards are to the
UK market and how they compared with one another. We wanted to do this from
the perspective of the average competent UK wavesailor, 2o we pul together a
test ieam comprising people of different weights and wavesailing perspectives.
Our lightest member was T0kg wave head Dan Lobato from Morth Devon. Mext
up was our highly expenenced and extremely skilled regular, Emile Kott (ak.a.
'Eaptain Kodak') at TBkg, Then came our freestyle wonder-kid, wave shredder,
over-excited experimentalist, Neilson Centre manager, and advanced instrucior
of instructors, Sam Ross at B1kg, And finally myself, self-confessed South Coast
chop botherer, at 88kg. We were also fucky enough to gain some invaluable
infarmation from the knowledgeable team at the OTC, which helped us 1o
egiablish an even more rounded view of the kit we were putting to the test.

SHOULD | STILL BUY A SINGLE-FIN?

Our shorl answer Lo this would be a simple and resounding YES. But for a full
explanation, read on... Of course twin-fins in general carve & tighter arc and

feed much looser and easier to redirect on a wave, tri-fins tend to have more grip,
and the quads feel loose and grippy ai the same time, but none have that solid
directional feeling that you gat from a single-fin, or the samea sort of versatility.
And whan the going gets tough, the tough don't go home, they simply reach for
their single-fin — and so should you,

Exocet U-Surf 68
Fanatic NewWave 76

Gova One 77

IP Wave 75

RRD Wave Cult 75
Starboart Kode 74
Tabot Pocket 75

e

BUYING YOUR FIRST 751 BOARD

If you're only just considering buying a board of this size because you're
prograssing from something slightly bigger or venturing out in stronger winds and
waves, then you're starting in the right place. There's not one board in this test
that wouldn'i give someane out there an awesome time on the water, The cnly
problem comes in choosing which style will suit you.

Firstly, if this is to be your first 751 board we'd recommend that you stick to the
single-fin set-up. If you've been reading the forum recently or looking at the
magazines then you may have thought twins, thrusters, or quads were the only
way to go. Well, they're not. You'd be beller off experimenting with thase once
youre comfortable sailing in waves on your single=fin,

Sacondly, we'd recommend that you visit your lacsl refailer and (edl them eactly
what sorf of conditions you'ra likely to sail in. Armed with this information, they
can steer yau in fhe right direction, And, with some personal knowladge from
reading this test, and perhaps even attending a demo day or two, you might be
able to tell them what you're looking for and why.

Thirdly, read every bif of the individual write-ups and compare them so that you
can judge whethar the board is likefy to waork for your ability, weight, and the
conditions you'ne likety to sail in. And finally, read our testers’ mini reviews. If you'r
of a similar weight, sail in similar conditions and are of similar ability, then you may
well like a similar board. But remember, the golden rule is that the anly way to
know for sure is to try the board for yoursal,
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