STARBOARD

QUAD 81 WOOD CARBON - £1299

Starboard are the first to bring & four-fin set-up back fo the windsurfing market with the introduction of their
Cluad. We're promised "more drive, more traction, the ability to generate more speed on the waveface, turn
closer and tighter, ride mare varfical with the ability to go where you want, when you want”, Starboard also
reckon we'll have better upwind ability on a quad, giving us a greater chance to catch more waves. Their new
line-up replaces both the Evil Twin and the Evo, and is available In five sizes from B6L up te 86L. The board is
alea avallable with a fifth finbox sa il ean be converted into a standard single-fin (not tested here), and comes in

three different constructions.

DESIEN: The Quad has a maximum width of 58.5cm and
a quoted volume of B1L, making it one of the widest

in this test yet with the lowest volume. It has 14mm of
tail rocker, which was the highest we measured. it has
a fairly standard planing flat for this size board, with a
Zem point at 141cm. The board features a slight single
concave in the tail going throwgh o double concave
further forswands, It also has a small swallowtail

(M THE WATER: Considering its large amount of tail
rocker the Quad is relatively quick to get planing, which
is surely down fo the pretly large fin area underfool.

It feels a lithe strange when you first get going as all
four fins take time to engage, but ence that happens
wou can aim it wherever you want. You can almost peint
directty into wind and it will keap ptaning! The Quad is
wery goad far jumping as fhe large fin area gives you
something 1o pesh against when you reach the top

of & ramp, but its real forte lies in riding. On the one
hand, it's super-loase and you can change your angle

- of attack in an instant, But on the other it grips like

| nothing you've ridden before, You can't slide the tail

out quite as easily as you can on a twin, but the axtra
drive you gain during the bottom turn means that you
don't need o because you just go for an aerial instead!
'We found that the bigger and the smoother the waves
ware, the better the Quad performed,

H"Hs: It comes with fwo mini Tuttle box 16cm fins,
which are guite stiff throughout, plus two 11cm, soft
and blunted fins with FCS fitting. The board was fitted
with very comforiable siraps and really nice pads. The
rear strap had double screw inserts that were excellent
at reducing twist.

OVERALL: 12 cuad raglly grew an the team throughout
the test, The more somaone wsed it, the more fun they
had, and ihe more waves ihey tore to pleces on it. If
you've gol the fime to put in and love shredding good
cross-shore waves, this could be the board you've been
waiting for. It grips harder than any other waveboard
wierve tasted, And if you do get one, you'll ba throwing
50 much spray that anyone watching from the beach
will think you'ra a prol



